February 28, 2011

10:05 AM

Town of Saratoga Town Hall

In attendance:

Voting Members
Officers
Chair-Tom Richardson, Supervisor, City of Mechanicville

Members

John Sherman, Mayor, Village of Schuylerville

Tom Wood, Supervisor, Town of Saratoga

Jim Sullivan, Mayor, Village of Victory

Sara Idleman, Supervisor, Town of Greenwich

George Hodgson, Town of Northumberland

Nelson Ronsvale, Grant Coordinator, Town of Halfmoon

Attendees
Alan and Marlene Bissell, Hudson Crossing Park  

Lori Solomon-Duell, Erie Canalway National Heritage Corridor

Joe Finan, Saratoga National Battlefield    

Andrew Alberti, Lakes to Locks Passage, Inc.

Tim Holmes, President, Friends of the Saratoga Battlefield

Andy FyFe, Saratoga P.L.A.N.

Michael Aikey, NYS Military Museum

David Bullard, The Marshall House

Chris Bernstein, NYS Assemblyman Tony Jordan’s Office

Brit Basinger, Saratoga Associates

Kurt Kress, NYS Parks

John Hayes, Prospect Hill Cemetery Association

Gina Johnson, Saratoga National Historic Park

Scott Keller, Hudson River Valley Greenway

At 10:05am Tom Richardson called the meeting to order and made introductions

Minutes

A motion to accept the minutes with changes, of the January 31st meeting, was made by Jim Sullivan and seconded by John Sherman, to be passed unanimously.

New Buisness
Brit Basinger received the final contract and ready to go – want to schedule a day long workshop – looking for March 17th and 18th or some other time.

Gina Johnson asked about interpretive meeting.

Brit Basinger answered yes, half day walking the site / half day working the interpretation.

Joe Finan got an e-mail out to the entire group about dates.

Tom Richardson gave committee updates and opened up for comments.

Nelson Ronsvale noted he had reached out to the members of the planning group.
Marlene Bissell discussed Earth Week – electronic recycling day – Friday April 22nd – accepting all old electronics at Hudson Crossing Park – fundraiser for Hudson Crossing 35 cents per pound.

Gina Johnson suggested putting posters at communities doing recycling.

Lori Duell gave update on tourism committee, glad to do this and reach out to Greg Dixon and Christine Hoffer – Amtrak Bikes on Trains – reached out to Senator Little, interested in doing a pilot program.  

Andy FyFe – Saratoga PLAN – update on Fishcreek Trail – putting out RFP for archeology.  

Joe Finan asked if the trail alignment has been chosen.

Andy FyFe answered yes.

Jim Sullivan noted Ron Ergie is looking to do development next to Fishcreek in Victory – would be a travesty – adjoins Brookfield property.

Andrew Alberti mentioned he looked into getting a grant to purchase the billboards.

Jim Sullivan noted there is a four year window to have billboards up due to zoning regulations.

Joe Finan noted that the discussion focused on two different parcels.

Andrew Alberti mentioned LTLP, March 3rd; Geotourism training session with National Geographic, March 24th 1-3 at Town of Saratoga Town Hall.

Tom Wood stated need to get an update on the appraisal of the old Town of Saratoga Town Hall – Town put out RFP and now has a complete document – building on a two-acre parcel – local residences to have a problem with vacant building – thinks of this as a done deal.

Tom Richardson noted Senator McDonald sent a representative to speak at Tom’s meeting, money is in budget but hard to get.

Tom Wood talked about the Town of Saratoga expanding sewer system to help out with Tech Park – Has capacity for 14 years – need to plan for a waste treatment site, potentially in Schuylerville – RFP is out – due March 10th – Board of Supervisors will then vote on recommendations of the Sewer Board, community involvement is essential – a study is being done – several possibilities being looked at.

John Sherman asked to keep the Village of Schuylerville in the loop.
Tom Wood replied yes.

Marlene Bissell asked if any change to the RFP for Green Technology.

Tom Wood didn’t know but would find out.

Marlene Bissell noted it should be green and innovative and used as a model.

Tom Richardson noted looking to build this in 15 years.

Tom Richardson received $4000 check from the Snowmobile Club in the hands of treasurer – Saratoga IDA also working to spend monies - looking to try to get Stewarts as a sponsor of Bike Tour.

A motion to adjourn was made by John Sherman, seconded by Jim Sullivan, to be passed unanimously.  The next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday March 28, 2011 at 10AM in the same location. 
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